FELLOWSHIP OF FREETHOUGHT
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 6

BEYOND KUMBAYA
& DIVERSITY SHTICK
Ferguson.
Immigration
reform.
The
school-to-prison pipeline. The racial wealth
gap. Over the past several years, the divide
between white America and communities of
color has widened. So, for some
non-believers of color, humanism and
secularism are inextricably linked to the
social justice.
Although secularists crow about Pew Research
Center reports on the increase of “Nones” and
non-believers, there hasn’t been a significant
increase in the numbers of people of color
(especially among women of color) that identify as
such. Given the nation’s demographic shifts and
the increasing political capital of people of color,
the challenge to humanism is clear—social and
gender justice, not simple “diversity,” must
become the prism for humanist advocacy.
Sikivu Hutchinson is an American feminist,
atheist and author. She is the author of Godless
Americana: Race and Religious Rebels and
Moral Combat: Black Atheists, Gender Politics
(the first book on atheism to be published by an
African-American woman).
For more information about Sikivu and her work
visit: sikivuhutchinson.com

JANUARY 2015

PROGRAM:
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEET THE BOARD
MAIN PRESENTATION
FREETHOUGHT KIDS
POTLUCK AND DISMISSAL

FEBRUARY
GATHERING PREVIEW
Reba Boyd Wooden is the Executive
Director of Center for Inquiry
Indiana, and the co-director of the
center's national secular celebrant
program. Reba she performed one of
the first secular celebrations in
Indiana following a court ruling that
the state has to allow non-religious
celebrants to perform legal marriage
ceremonies.
Reba has a BA from University of
Indianapolis with a major in Social
Studies Education and a minor in
Business Education, an MS from
Butler University in
History/Education, and an MS in
Counseling and Counselor Education
from Indiana University.

DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
Are you someone who wishes to join people in marriage, perform memorials or
celebrate other milestones, but without any religion getting involved? Then
mark your calendar for February 14 (Valentine’s Day!). Reba Boyd Wooden,
Co-Director of the Center for Inquiry’s Secular Celebrant Program, will perform
a Secular Celebrant training session.
Training registration is open and limited to 25 people. Cost: $75. Sign up deadline:
February 7. To reserve your spot today visit: http://tinyurl.com/FoF-SCT0214
For more information contact: At-Large-Director Eric McCutchan at eric.mccutchan@fofdallas.org

ABOUT OUR LOGO

Four petals make up our
pansy, representing the
different facets of our organization.
From
the
left
(clockwise)
Freethought, Fellowship, Friendship
and Family. In the center lies a
unifying representation of our
future. It is owned by all and serves
as a reminder that what we do has
an impact on those that come after
us. Together this union of ideas
creates our unique brand of
fellowship.

MISSION STATEMENT

To create a positive impact on our
shared world, our mission is to
provide a community that values
and promotes a freethinking life
unencumbered by the biases of
tradition, dogma, and authority and
that encourages people to live a
reason and evidence-based life
characterized by close fellowship,
ethical
contemplation,
critical
thinking, community service, and
the appreciation of scientific
knowledge and understanding of
the universe and our place in it.

CONTACT INFORMATION

FELLOWSHIP OF FREETHOUGHT CELEBRATES FIVE YEARS IN DFW
AND LOOKS FORWARD TO MANY MORE
Guest editorial by: ZACH

It started with twenty people sitting in Zach’s slightly crowded living room.
We were from all walks of life, united by a common vision. We wanted to
work together to help create a new diverse community of freethinkers that
reflected our humanistic values here in Dallas.
When the Fellowship of Freethought Dallas (FoF) was founded, the concept
of a godless congregation was well over a century old. The idea stretched
back at least as far as 1876 with the founding of the New York Society for
Ethical Culture – so we knew we weren’t creating something completely
new. Many "Ethical Societies" and "Churches of Freethought" had been
founded in various places, but always with the understanding or intent of
creating a godless version of religion.
What we wanted was a new take on an old idea. Not a secular religion, but
an explicitly member-driven and democratic organization, with no figureheads – and no unchallengeable hierarchies (freethinkers tend to challenge
authority anyway).
We wanted a place where one's beliefs weren't the criteria for membership,
but instead where one could drink from a wellspring of education and
foster self-discovery, enjoy a safe harbor for social networking and community building, and where one could find a refuge for families of one – or
many (in any form). A place where we could encourage each other to think
critically, always challenging our existing beliefs by appealing to reason and
evidence – and making an impact on the community we lived in.
There was skepticism, and some trepidation, but we did well. Our online
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reach grew at an astounding rate, with numbers reaching a thousand within the first two years. Our first Gathering was held at White Rock Lake where we were honored to host the wedding of one our members. Zach
officiated, and Alix nervously explained the FoF logo, its mission and its vision. We expected 20-30 people, if we
were lucky. In actuality, we more than doubled that, exceeding the capacity of the building. Since then, we have
filled the rooms of almost all of our various venues – often outgrowing them.
Five years ago this month, our first social outing
in the back room of a Chinese buffet in North
each other. Today the same happens weekly
across the Metroplex where we meet, build

saw more than 60 freethinkers piled together
Dallas, nervous but excited to get to know
within several different neighborhoods
friendships and nurture families.

Gone is much of the fear of failure; we’re
Congress and the Foundation Beyond Belief
efforts. Today we exist as a thriving commuservice for our adult members and their chilmore diverse secular communities in North Texas.

here and we’ve been acknowledged by
for our volunteering and charitable
nity that provides opportunities for
dren, education to us all, and one of the
Not a bad start, if we do say so ourselves.

So let's take a moment to reflect on how far we've come, to be sure. But don't get TOO comfortable. Now FoF
has made it to this point, it's time to start thinking seriously about what the next five years will bring – or the
next ten. What kind of reputation do you, as the membership, want in Dallas? What will be your legacy and
future impact? How will the FoF maintain its relevance in the growing secular revolution that we helped spark?
In five years’ time, what do you want Dallas atheists, agnostics and skeptics to think of when they think of FoF?
In ten years’ time, what do you want the Mayor of Dallas to think of when she thinks of FoF?
We ask the question based on the sentiment of our very first meeting: "How does the Fellowship of Freethought
want to change the world?" We’ll close this the way Alix used to close his openings, providing no answers: "we
just pose the questions – it's up to you all to figure it out." Here’s looking forward to the next five years!
Zachary Moore and Alix Jules are founding members and former board directors for the Fellowship of Freethought.

BUILDING A CULTURAL FOUNDATION FOR ATHEISM

Guest Column by:

LYDIA ALLAN

DOGMA DEBATE

Religion is a powerful cultural force that
affects both the politics and daily lives of
many people here in the United States.
One of the goals of any atheist movement
is to build a cultural center for those
fleeing the overwhelming influence of
religion on their daily lives. To that end, I
think it is important for us to establish
texts that respond to religion as a cultural
force and offer a critique of it. In this
essay, I have adapted a critical analysis I

For more information and details on
our upcoming events, register for
free with Meetup.com and check out
our calendar:

meetup.com/fofdallas

wrote for a cultural studies class in which I
studied Samuel Beckett’s most well known
play: Waiting for Godot. I think that
building a cultural foundation for atheism is
key in our attempts to demonstrate that
our movement has profound intellectual
legitimacy.
Read the remainder of Lydia's essay at:
http://dogmadebate.com/lydias-blog

UPCOMING EVENTS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
MONDAYS (RECURRING)

Skeptical Theological Discussion

MONDAY, JANUARY 19

“Selma” movie screening

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22

AIDS Services of Dallas Supper Club

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

Community Forum and Roundtable

Lecture at UT Dallas

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
Feminine Friday

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Philosophy Club
Adopt-A-Highway road
clean-up

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Lecture at UT Dallas

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Second Saturday Shoreline
Spruce-Up
Secular Celebrant Training
Stargazing Party
Pub Night

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Monthly Gathering ( followed by
FoFKids Service League clean-up
project at Valley View Park)

HELP WANTED
At Fellowship of Freethought, our group is entirely run through the dedication of our volunteers. We have many
flexible opportunities for you to help – not just on an individual basis, but also through a variety of family-friendly
activities.
Here are just some of the ways you can get involved!
COMMUNICATIONS
Contact:
Christopher.Grimes@fofdallas.org
Photographers
Graphic designers

WAYS TO

SUPPORT FOF

GATHERING OPERATIONS
Contacts: Jeff.Elmer@fofdallas.org
and Jason.Hollis@fofdallas.org
Morning set-up
Greeters
Potluck set-up
Teardown
Dish washers

Did you know you can support Fellowship
of Freethought while you shop on Amazon? As
an Amazon Affiliate, we receive a commission on
any sales made through this site, without any
additional cost to you. Everyone wins! Start your
next order by using the Amazon search box at
fofdallas.org or visiting smile.amazon.com
At our monthly Gatherings, we have past editions of
Skeptic Magazine available for $2 per issue.
If you're looking for a
fashionably sensible
option, we have t-shirts
available for $15 in
youth and adult
sizes.

YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES
Contact:
Roddi.Schoneberg@fofdallas.org
Childcare operations at Gatherings
Children's Council
FoFKids Service League
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
Contact: Jeff.Elmer@fofdallas.org
Second Saturday Shoreline
Spruce-up
Adopt-a-Highway Clean-up
AIDS Services Supper Club
Cocktails for a Cause

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

WEBSITE TRAINING

Create a Website in 1 Day!
LabXSolutions.com
Sign up for Our Next Workshop:

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

KITCHEN NINJA

Competition Meals - Vegetarian - Vegan - Gluten Free
Food Allergies - Family Style - Special Occasions - Catering

KRISTIN FUSILIER - PERSONAL CHEF
214.499.0517 • ninjaFEEDme@gmail.com
Facebook: Kitchen Ninja • Twitter: Ninja_FeedMe
Instagram: NinjaFeedMe

Talk to us about sponsorship opportunities! For more information contact Christopher Grimes:
Christopher.Grimes@fofdallas.org

EDUCATION DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

Each month we strive to provide educational topics and discussions on topics you care about, but we're always
accepting suggestions. We're also interested in giving members who are subject
matter experts in their field an opportunity to share their knowledge
with the rest of our community. So, speak up! We want to hear from
you!
For more information and details, contact Education Director Janie
Oyakawa (janie.oyakawa@fofdallas.org).

