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VOLUNTEERISM:

JANUARY
GATHERING PREVIEW

HOW DO WE GET MORE PEOPLE INVOLVED?
“I don’t have time.” “I have kids.” “I work.”
“Isn’t that a Christian organization?”

Secularists cite Pew Research
Center reports on the increase of
“Nones” and non-believers. However,
there hasn’t been a significant
increase in the numbers of people of
color (especially women of color) that
identify as such. Given the nation’s
demographic shifts and the
increasing political capital of people
of color, the challenge to humanism is
clear—social and gender justice, not
simple “diversity,” must become the
prism for humanist advocacy.

Everyone talks about what they don’t have
time for, but what about what you do
have time for? You can actually create
your own volunteering opportunity that
fits your needs and your schedule. You
can be in control, and you can not only help
others, but inspire others to do the same.
Brandy Madden is the Outreach Director for
Dogma Debate, LLC—the parent company
behind the Dogma Debate radio show and
AtheistAudiobooks.com. Prior to her
experience with Dogma Debate, she worked
in a hospital where she interacted with
patients, and then as a 911 operator where
she dealt with high stress emergency calls.
With the experience of these two very
emotional and high pressure careers, she
found that her passion really lies in helping
other people.
Have questions? Contact Brandy at
brandy@dogmadebate.com

DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sikivu Hutchinson explores these
ideas in her talk “Beyond Kumbaya &
Diversity Shtick.” Sikivu is the author
of “Moral Combat: Black Atheists,
Gender Politics and the Value Wars,”
the first book on atheism published
by an African-American woman.

PROGRAM:
WINTER SOLSTICE MUSIC
BY BELLAGEEK

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEET THE BOARD
MEMBER PRESENTATION
MAIN PRESENTATION
FREETHOUGHT KIDS
POTLUCK AND DISMISSAL
SAM SINGLETON,
ATHEIST EVANGELIST

WINTER IS HERE: RESTOCK YOUR READING SUPPLY
We have copies of Sikivu Hutchinson's books, “Moral Combat: Black
Atheists, Gender Politics and the Value Wars” and “Godless Americana:
Race and Religious Rebels” available for $10 donations. We recommend
reading one or both of her works before the next Gathering on January 18.
Need a stocking stuffer idea for the skeptics, or skeptics-to-be, among your family and
friends? We have past editions of Skeptic Magazine available for $2 per issue.

ABOUT OUR LOGO

Four petals make up our
pansy, representing the
different facets of our organization.
From
the
left
(clockwise)
Freethought, Fellowship, Friendship
and Family. In the center lies a
unifying representation of our
future. It is owned by all and serves
as a reminder that what we do has
an impact on those that come after
us. Together this union of ideas
creates our unique brand of
fellowship.

MISSION STATEMENT

To create a positive impact on our
shared world, our mission is to
provide a community that values
and promotes a freethinking life
unencumbered by the biases of
tradition, dogma, and authority and
that encourages people to live a
reason and evidence-based life
characterized by close fellowship,
ethical
contemplation,
critical
thinking, community service, and
the appreciation of scientific
knowledge and understanding of
the universe and our place in it.

CONTACT INFORMATION

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Fellowship of Freethought was founded with the idea that we would
demonstrate our presence in the community through volunteerism.
However, one issue we face is that those who volunteer often become our
unsung heroes.
I hope to change that by instituting the Director’s Choice Award for
outstanding board member of the year. I am proud to announce Jeff Elmer,
Outreach Director, as this year’s winner.
I first met Jeff about four years ago at a Halloween party -- disguised as
Jacques Cousteau. He cleverly designed the costume using old soft drink
bottles as the air tanks. I always smile when I think about that costume as it
embodies a lot about Jeff: someone who slips in quietly, gets the job done in
a clever fashion and leaves you wondering “Who was that masked man?”
Jeff became a regular volunteer
at most of our community
outreach events, leading to him
becoming a natural choice as a
board member and then
Outreach Director this past
year. He always provides a calm
presence at Gatherings to make
sure everyone gets welcomed
and fed afterward.
So, the next time you see Jeff,
we encourage you to thank him
as well for all the hard work he
does.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FELLOWSHIP OF FREETHOUGHT DALLAS
PO Box 191645
Dallas, TX 75219-8504

http://fofdallas.org
For general information, email us at
info@fofdallas.org. The directors
may be contacted by email using
[firstname].[lastname] followed by
@fofdallas.org.
For all things newsletter related,
contact Amanda Stofko at
amanda.stofko@fofdallas.org.
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BROTHER SAM SINGLETON: “ATHEIST EVANGELIST”
A friend to freethinkers throughout the
country, Brother Sam Singleton will be
providing a family-friendly show following
today's Gathering.
For the uninitiated, Brother Sam is a
comedic character created by Roger Scott
Jackson, who describes the shows as
“one-man theater pieces.” As Brother Sam
he has become known for performing
old-fashioned revivals across the country
since 2007. While the revivals have all the
Photo by:
theatrics of evangelist “holy roller” church
Dayon Walton Random Photography services, Brother Sam slips in
thought-provoking commentary through
Biographical information
and details courtesy of:
satire. As the grandson, son and brother of
www.samsingleton.com
Pentecostal preachers, Roger Scott was,
from infancy, immersed in oratory. When
he wasn’t at church or a revival, he

repeatedly listened to recorded sermons
and speeches. “Though Brother Sam is not
strictly autobiographical, he is fabricated
from my own experience, which is to say, I
start by telling the truth, then heap on lies,”
he says.
Those with strong views on the existence
or nonexistence of God may see what
Brother Sam does as activism, though he
insists his aim is simply to get some stuff
off his chest:
“Somebody else, who had to deal with
snake-handling tongues-speakers as a
child, might become a homicidal maniac or
a teacher at a Bible college. I talk to the
world's most astute ticket-buyers.”
For more information on Brother Sam Singleton visit:
http://www.samsingleton.com/

Don DeNatale’s interest in The Fellowship of Freethought (FoF) emerged in November of
2009 when he attended his first meeting. He had spent his Tuesday nights going to the
Dallas/Plano Atheist Meetup, stating it was "an evening event where we had dinner…it was
strictly social." He heard FoF described as "a more secular group of people that broke off
from the North Texas Church of Freethought."
Don has held a diverse list of volunteer positions within FoF, including serving in Board of
Director positions, and is often referred to as the “resident astronomer.” In addition to
sharing his knowledge and enthusiasm for astronomy through talks at the Gathering, Don
helps organizes and host a monthly star party at Frisco Commons Park.
Don says he he gains pure gratification of contributing to important work and building a
freethought community. Within our society, Don sees the contribution that religion has in
DON DENATALE
an individual’s life. He says, “Religion can consistently offer at least one or two churches that
are just a fixture. You can socialize there, life milestones are celebrated there and we are kind of lacking that.”
Volunteer Spotlight:

Don says he values the social support that religion offers within a community, but believes that it can be achieved
in a secular viewpoint as well. He says organized freethought is just beginning within the United States, and he
predicts that the movement will become stronger when momentum takes over.
Don also enjoys discussing and debating the existence of God. He loves decoding the circuitry of how people think
and what people consider to be “good evidence.” Despite the arguments that have been around for centuries, Don
thinks that “there is always something to be learned” and “you learn something each time you talk to a believer or
non-believer.” Overall, Don enjoys the reflection, gaining knowledge from each new experience.

For more information and details on
our upcoming events, register for
free with Meetup.com and check out
our calendar:

meetup.com/fofdallas

UPCOMING EVENTS
MONDAYS (RECURRING)

Skeptical Theological Discussion

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
Feminine Friday

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
Philosophy Club

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

Monthly Gathering followed by
FoFKids Service League: White
Rock Creek clean-up at Valley
View Park

Second Saturday Shoreline
Spruce-Up

Star Party at Frisco Commons Park

Pub Night

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18

MAKE VOLUNTEERING PART OF YOUR NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION
As freethinkers, we are often have a fine-tuned sense of spotting the harmful impacts committed against others
in the name of faith by its believers, and vocally calling out the negative behaviors. But consider the reality: What
are you going to do about it? At Fellowship of Freethought, we have many opportunities for you to act – not just
on an individual basis, but also through participation in a variety of family-friendly activities.
Please consider offering four hours or more of your time per month at outreach events, helping plan social outings
and assisting Gathering organizers. Our group is entirely run through the dedication of our volunteers, including
board positions.
Monetary donations are always gladly welcomed. We ask you consider a
donation of $30 or more per month through our Paypal link, donation boxes
or an automatic bank transfer. You can also support FoF by using the
Are you or someone you know
Amazon search box at our website: fofdallas.org. As an Amazon Affiliate,
experiencing a difficult time in your
we receive a commission on any sales made through this site, without
life? We'd like to help cast a few rays of
sunshine and kindness into the lives of
any additional cost to you. Everyone wins!

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

An hour of your time, your pocket change, whatever you can give. If you
care about what is happening in the world around us and feel the impact
that tradition, dogma and authority is having on the world, join us. We
hope to see you soon at our next event.

those in need. We know sometimes a
simple, thoughtful gesture of human
compassion and empathy can make all
the difference. For requests, either on
your behalf or someone else's,
please contact Jason Hollis at
sunshine@fofdallas.org.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
VANQUINT, LLC

THE SKEPTIC SONGWRITER
Rachel Wilhelm • bellageek.com
CONTACT FOR BOOKING:

469.387.7168 • rachel@bellageek.com

Design & Technical Services
JOHN PANTZER
OWNER/ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
john.pantzer@vanquint.com • www.vanquint.com
(O) 972.984.2660 • (M) 903.720.4795

KITCHEN NINJA

Competition Meals - Vegetarian - Vegan - Gluten Free
Food Allergies - Family Style - Special Occasions - Catering

KRISTIN FUSILIER - PERSONAL CHEF
214.499.0517 • ninjaFEEDme@gmail.com
Facebook: Kitchen Ninja • Twitter: Ninja_FeedMe
Instagram: NinjaFeedMe

Talk to us about sponsorship opportunities! Copies of our monthly newsletters are available at the Gathering and posted to our website.
For more information contact Chris Grimes: chris.grimes@fofdallas.org

UPCOMING EVENT: SECULAR CELEBRANT TRAINING

Are you someone who wishes to join people in marriage, perform memorials or celebrate other milestones, but
without any religion getting involved? Then mark your calendar for February 14 (Valentine’s Day!). Reba Boyd
Wooden, Co-Director of the Center for Inquiry’s Secular Celebrant Program, will perform a Secular Celebrant
training session. Training registration is open and limited to 25 people.
Cost: $75. Sign up deadline: February 7.
To reserve your spot today visit: http://tinyurl.com/FoF-SCT0214
For more information contact: At-Large-Director Eric McCutchan
at eric.mccutchan@fofdallas.org

