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DEFINITIONS
IN THE FREETHOUGHT COMMUNITY
As our community steadily grows, it's
important to remember there are new
members coming to terms with their
newfound non-belief all the time.
Long-time non-believers may often
forget what it was like navigating the
new experiences that came with
transitioning out of religion. Beyond the
definitions, we hope you will help those
preparing for the journey ahead by offering
guidance
and
fortifying
them
with
knowledge that will assist in their transition.
Jason Hollis is an At-Large Director with
Fellowship of Freethought. He has been
involved with the group since 2010. In the
past he’s been a website programmer,
teacher,
commercial
construction
superintendent, security supervisor, and
most recently a facilities coordinator. Jason
enjoys video games, recreational sports, all
aspects of science, and philosophy.
Still have questions? Contact Jason at
jason.hollis@fofdallas.org

EDUCATION DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

DECEMBER
GATHERING PREVIEW
Everyone talks about what
they don’t have time for, but
what about what you do have
time for? What if you could
choose who you help and when
you help them? What would
you be doing? These are some
of the questions that often go
unanswered.
Join us in December with
Brandy Madden, Outreach
Director of Dogma Debate,
LLC, for “Volunteerism: How
do we get more people
involved?” This talk will not
only inspire you to get
involved, it will show how
volunteering can fit into your
life without being a huge,
scary commitment.

PROGRAM:
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEET THE BOARD
MAIN PRESENTATION
FREETHOUGHT KIDS
POTLUCK & DISMISSAL

We've heard your feedback: there's an interest in adding short musical
performances. Anyone interested should contact Education Director Janie
Oyakawa ( janie.oyakawa@fofdallas.org). Janie's also looking for people interested in participating in a
holiday musical performance at the December Gathering.
Each month we strive to provide educational topics and discussions on topics you care about, but we're
always accepting suggestions. We're also interested in giving members who are subject matter experts in
their field an opportunity to share their knowledge with the rest of our community. So, speak up! We
want to hear from you! For more information and details, contact Education Director Janie Oyakawa
( janie.oyakawa@fofdallas.org).

ABOUT OUR LOGO

Four petals make up our
pansy, representing the
different facets of our organization.
From
the
left
(clockwise)
Freethought, Fellowship, Friendship
and Family. In the center lies a
unifying representation of our
future. It is owned by all and serves
as a reminder that what we do has
an impact on those that come after
us. Together this union of ideas
creates our unique brand of
fellowship.

MISSION STATEMENT

To create a positive impact on our
shared world, our mission is to
provide a community that values
and promotes a freethinking life
unencumbered by the biases of
tradition, dogma, and authority and
that encourages people to live a
reason and evidence-based life
characterized by close fellowship,
ethical
contemplation,
critical
thinking, community service, and
the appreciation of scientific
knowledge and understanding of
the universe and our place in it.

CONTACT INFORMATION
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
With the holidays approaching, many may already have experienced being
bombarded with messages about how we "should" be thankful, and how we
should also express our thanks to a deity. However, Golden Age of
Freethought orator, Robert Green Ingersoll's “A Humanist Thanksgiving
Proclamation” is a classic example of expressing gratitude as a non-believer:
“When I became convinced that the universe is natural--that all the ghosts
and gods are myths, there entered into my brain, into my soul, into every
drop of my blood, the sense, the feeling, the joy of freedom.
[...]
I was free--free to think, to express my thoughts--free to live my own
ideal--free to live for myself and those I loved--free to use all my faculties,
all my senses, free to spread imagination’s wings--free to investigate, to
guess and dream and hope--free to judge and determine for myself--free to
reject all ignorant and cruel creeds, all the “inspired” books that savages
have produced, and all the barbarous legends of the past--free from popes
and priests, free from all the “called” and “set apart”--free from sanctified
mistakes and “holy” lies--free from the winged monsters of the night--free
from devils, ghosts and gods.
[...]
And then my heart was filled with gratitude, with thankfulness, and went
out in love to all the heroes, the thinkers, who gave their lives for the liberty
of hand and brain--for the freedom of labor and thought--to those who fell
on the fierce fields of war, to those who died in dungeons bound with
chains--to those who proudly mounted scaffold’s stairs--to those by fire
consumed--to all the wise, the good, the brave of every land, whose
thoughts and deeds have given freedom to the sons
[and daughters] of men [and women]. And then I vowed
to grasp the torch that they have held, and hold it high,
that light may conquer darkness still.”
Melanie Clemmer
melanie.clemmer@fofdallas.org

PO Box 191645
Dallas, TX 75219-8504

http://fofdallas.org
For general information, email us at
info@fofdallas.org. The directors
may be contacted by email using
[firstname].[lastname] followed by
@fofdallas.org.
For all things newsletter related,
contact Amanda Stofko at
amanda.stofko@fofdallas.org.
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PERSONHOOD AND PERSONAL IDENTITY: A BRIEF AND LIMITED INTRODUCTION

Guest Column by:

LYDIA ALLAN

DOGMA DEBATE

Issues of personhood have far-reaching
consequences ranging from how we treat
criminal offenders and carry out justice to
making laws about reproductive choice
and the morality of using embryonic stem
cells. Personhood plays into narratives in
science fiction in works like The Matrix,
Existenz, Vanilla Sky, The 13th Floor, Total
Recall, Blade Runner, Terminator, Minority
Report, Frankenstein, Brave New World,
Gattaca, and so on. So, having some
cursory understanding of the issues of
personal identity seems important.
Questions of personhood include:

Who am I?
What is it to be a person?
What does it take for a person to persist
from one time to another—that is, for the
same person to exist at different times?
How do we find out who is who?
What determines how
many of us there are now?
What am I?
How could I have been?
What matters in identity?
Read the remainder of Lydia's
“Personhood and Personal Identity” at:
http://dogmadebate.com/category/bloggers/lydia/

John Hendricks has volunteered for Fellowship of Freethought (FoF) since it formed in early
2010. According to John’s perspective, FoF started because members of the freethought
community wanted to form an organization and volunteered to make it happen. “We are all
helping each other and I want to be able to support the good works of other people,” John
says and that he enjoys the benefits of a volunteer support system. “It’s a chance to
socialize with like-minded people”.
John encourages those who may be reluctant to volunteer to get involved because of the
options provided by FoF and the low pressure environment. John says FoF is an
organization that accommodates to all volunteers and their availability, so they feel free to
come and go as they please.
Volunteer Spotlight:

JOHN HENDRICKS John volunteers his time to FoF for the Second Saturday Shoreline Spruce-Up at White

Rock Lake and Roadside Clean-Up events. He also lent a hand over the summer to a FoF
outreach project to help a Dallas resident repair her fence to bring it up to code, which she couldn't complete
herself.
“John has been someone that FoF can count on for many years now,” Jeff Elmer, Outreach Director, says. “He
volunteers regularly, and in all kinds of weather, for both the Highway and Lakeshore cleanups. He was one of the
few people to stay late until the job was done each day at the fence project. He supports FoF through thoughtful
suggestions and hard work, and I wish there were a dozen like him at every event.”
John's motivation to volunteer is his drive to improve his community. “An hour or two on a Saturday or Sunday is
not a burden, but it has a nice impact,” John says. He sees FoF as an opportunity to donate time to the community
without being judged for his absence of religious views. “I have a general feeling of wanting to contribute to the
world without having to worry about religion. […] It feels good to give back to the community. Other people hear
about it and it helps to eliminate the negative atheist connotation.”
When John isn’t volunteering, he enjoys nature through bicycling. As a cycling enthusiast, he organizes group
biking events and vacations. He also enjoys going to the theatre.

UPCOMING EVENTS

For more information and details on
our upcoming events, register for
free with Meetup.com and check out
our calendar:

meetup.com/fofdallas

MONDAYS (RECURRING)

Skeptical Theological Discussion

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
Feminine Friday

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

Adopt-A-Highway road clean-up

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
Philosophy Club

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

Second Saturday Shoreline
Spruce-Up

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

Star Party at Frisco Commons Park

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
Pub Night

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

Monthly Gathering followed by
FoFKids Service League: White
Rock Creek clean-up at Valley
View Park

BRING IN HOLIDAY CHEER WITH THE FOFKIDS SERVICE LEAGUE
This December, FoFKids Service League leads a campaign in our community to send holiday greetings to
freethinking service men and women. Holiday cards will be made and sent to individual service men and women
through the Military Association of Atheists and Freethinkers
(MAAF). All Fellowship of Freethought (FoF) members are
encouraged to participate in this effort.
Children of FoF will get the chance to spread cheer this
December as they host Cookies and Carols for Dallas
American veterans in rehab. Veterans will be treated to
holiday treats made by FoFKids Service League and secular
carols of the season (song books provided) by FoF. Open to
carolers of all ages.
FoF will be sponsoring children's activities and crafts at
the The Colin Sewards Memorial and Solstice Gala on
Saturday, December 20 hosted by our Dallas-Forth Worth
Coalition of Reason sister group, Metroplex Atheists.
For more information on any of these events, check out our
Meetup calendar or contact Roddi Schoneberg at
roddi.schoneberg@fofdallas.org.

FOF RECOGNIZED FOR 5 YEARS OF SERVICE
Fellowship of Freethought was recently awarded a certificate
marking five years of volunteer service in our efforts
with For the Love of the Lake, an organization
dedicated to the preservation and
enhancement of White Rock Lake Park.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Looking to spread the word about your
business to other freethinkers? Talk to
us! We have sponsorship opportunities
in our monthly newsletter. In addition
to the printed version available at the
Gathering, we publish online to reach
an even larger audience. For more
information contact Chris Grimes:
chris.grimes@fofdallas.org.

VANQUINT, LLC

Design & Technical Services
John Pantzer
Owner/Electrical Engineer
john.pantzer@vanquint.com
www.vanquint.com
(O) 972.984.2660
(M) 903.720.4795

THE SKEPTIC SONGWRITER
Rachel Wilhelm • bellageek.com
CONTACT FOR BOOKING:
469.387.7168
rachel@bellageek.com

UPCOMING EVENT: SECULAR CELEBRANT TRAINING
Are you someone who wishes to join people in marriage, perform memorials or celebrate other milestones, but
without any religion getting involved? Then mark your calendar for February 14
(Valentine’s Day!) when Reba Boyd Wooden, Co-Director of the Center
for Inquiry’s Secular Celebrant Program, will perform a Secular
Celebrant training session. Sign up deadline is February 7. Cost:
$75. For more information contact: Director-at-Large Eric
McCutchan at eric.mccutchan@fofdallas.org

