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SECRET IDENTITIES OF SUPERHEROES
Dori Mooneyham talks about the
intersection of LGBT history and comic
book superheroes. Is Robin more than
just Batman's sidekick? How did
homophobia almost destroy comic
books? What can a quick change in a
phone booth teach us about coming out
of the closet? Is it coincidence the
X-Men were the first superheroes to
feature a same-sex wedding? Learn all of this
and more as we explore the ways secret
identities reflect the identity closet.
Dori is a psychology student specializing in
counseling for LGBT youth at Texas Woman's
University.
She
is
the
co-founder of Shethinkers
Productions, a media company
dedicated to creating feminist
media for and by women,
home of Secular Shethinkers,
a podcast where secular girls
geek out and justifiably rage.
For more information about Dori & Shethinkers Productions:
http://shethinkers.wordpress.com
http://www.spreaker.com/user
/secularview

OCTOBER 2014

PROGRAM:
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEET THE BOARD
MAIN PRESENTATION
FREETHOUGHT KIDS
POTLUCK & DISMISSAL

NOVEMBER
GATHERING PREVIEW
As our community steadily
grows, we realized new
members may need guidance in
navigating the new experiences
that come with transitioning
out of religion.
To help prepare for these
experiences, join us to learn
more about "Definitions in the
Freethought Community,"
presented by Jason Hollis,
Fellowship of Freethought's
Secretary and
Director-at-Large.

DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
Start eating your greens and other iron-rich foods in preparation for our blood drive during the
November Gathering on Sunday, November 16! Carter BloodCare’s BloodBus will be at the Churchill
Recreation Center from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Heading into the winter holidays, blood banks experience shortages of all blood types,
and Carter BloodCare will be accepting whole blood donations. With one pint of blood
you can save three lives!
For more information and to reserve your spot today visit our Meetup page or the link below:
http://tinyurl.com/FoF-CBC102014

ABOUT OUR LOGO

Four petals make up our
pansy, representing the
different facets of our organization.
From
the
left
(clockwise)
Freethought, Fellowship, Friendship
and Family. In the center lies a
unifying representation of our
future. It is owned by all and serves
as a reminder that what we do has
an impact on those that come after
us. Together this union of ideas
creates our unique brand of
fellowship.

MISSION STATEMENT

To create a positive impact on our
shared world, our mission is to
provide a community that values
and promotes a freethinking life
unencumbered by the biases of
tradition, dogma, and authority and
that encourages people to live a
reason and evidence-based life
characterized by close fellowship,
ethical
contemplation,
critical
thinking, community service, and
the appreciation of scientific
knowledge and understanding of
the universe and our place in it.

CONTACT INFORMATION

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
This marks the third year that Fellowship of Freethought Dallas (FoF) will
partner with Foundation Beyond Belief (FBB) in raising money for the Light
the Night Walk benefiting the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (LLS).
In the first year, the FBB teams raised $430,000, which is the most money
ever raised by a first year non-corporate team! During the second year, FoF
was one of 80 local FBB teams that came together to raise another
$500,000. Several media outlets covered the efforts of FBB, and they even
received special recognition from the LLS.
FoF and FBB came together with the LLS because the LLS were open to
working with people who are openly "good without god." After an initial
setback in the fundraising efforts, the Todd Stiefl Foundation and FBB
sought another organization to partner with for the greater good. The LLS
was happy to welcome both organizations into their fundraising efforts. In
the two years of working together the LLS has shown gratitude for those
who work to raise money. There are an estimated 49,000 patients living
with Leukemia and close to 732,000 living with different types of
Lymphoma.
Last year, we exceeded our fundraising goal
and with your help we hope to do it again this
year! You can contribute to the FoF/FBB
partnership by purchasing a FoF T-shirt at the
monthly Sunday Gathering, from a board
member, or donate directly at:
http://tinyurl.com/FoF-LLS2014
Melanie Clemmer
melanie.clemmer@fofdallas.org
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LIGHT THE NIGHT TO HELP FIGHT BLOOD CANCERS
Join our team to help fight blood cancers on November 2 at Addison Circle Park for the The
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's (LLS) annual "Light the Night Walk" fundraiser.
We're more than halfway to our goal of $500, but we'd like to make this our third
consecutive year of exceeding our goal. Last year we raised more than $600. Since our first
donation in 2012, Fellowship of Freethought has raised more than $4,800 for LLS.
The "Light the Night Walk" campaign brings together families and communities to honor blood cancer survivors,
as well as those lost to the diseases. It also serves to shine a light on the importance of finding cures and providing
access to treatments for blood cancer patients.
For more information and to join our team: http://tinyurl.com/FoF-LLS2014

April Wells is a stay-at-home mom to two children and runs a secular home school group
in Rockwall. It was a natural progression to become involved with Camp Quest. Camp
Quest is a summer camp featuring science and humanist values for children ages 8-17. It
was while working for Camp Quest that she learned of Fellowship of Freethought (FoF).
April joined the organization in 2012 and continues to volunteer for Camp Quest.
April has been a member of Camp Quest's Board of Directors since 2013 and was the
Volunteer Recruiter for camp this year. Her responsibilities included managing the
volunteers, sourcing volunteers to staff the camp and ensuring they completed the
required training. In return April says, “I get a payoff of socializing with the most amazing
children and adults you'll ever meet. If [Camp Quest] is a worthwhile place for me to attend
and volunteer,” April says, “It's worth sending my children there.”
Volunteer Spotlight:

In addition to her work with Camp Quest, April serves as a member of FoF's Children's
Council. Roddi Schoneberg, Youth Director for FoF, says April been generous with her time
and efforts for Camp Quest. “She is a great ambassador for our community. April's friendly demeanor and
willingness to participate put me at ease,” Roddi says.

APRIL WELLS

April has helped with other fundraising events including Cocktails for a Cause, crafting projects for homeless
shelters and chipping in at the monthly Gatherings. April says she volunteers because, “I want my own children to
see you can do something worthwhile and do it just because you want to help.”
April says she understands the getting involved can be overwhelming for members who, like herself, tend to be
introverted. It can be easy to find reasons to stay home, but April says approaching new situations with empathy
helps. “I don't believe people walk out the door intending to hurt people,” she says. April says volunteering has
broadened the type of people she's met and the friends she's made. “It's made my social world better,” she says.
“I've met many unique people that can't fit into one niche.”
When April is not busy with FoF activities you can find her doing outdoor activities including mountain biking and
camping.

UPCOMING EVENTS

For more information and details
on our upcoming events, register
for free with Meetup.com and
check out our calendar:

meetup.com/fofdallas

MONDAYS (RECURRING)

Skeptical Theological Discussion

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23

AIDS Services of Dallas Supper
Club

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26

Community Forum and
Roundtable

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26

Trunk-or-Treat Fundraiser

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Philosophy Club

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

Star Party at Frisco Commons
Park

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's
Light the Night Walk with
Foundation Beyond Belief

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7

Monthly Gathering followed by
FoFKids Service League: White
Rock Creek clean-up at Valley
View Park

Feminine Friday

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

Second Saturday Shoreline
Spruce-Up

Pub Night

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16

TRUNK-OR-TREAT AND MINI CARNIVAL FUNDRAISER
Bring out your little boos and ghouls on Sunday, October 26 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for our Trunk-or-Treat and
mini carnival fundraiser at Churchill Park in Dallas! Festivities will kick off with a potluck under the pavilion at
Churchill Park, so bring a dish to share. At our mini carnival, children can look forward to games like pumpkin
races, pirate's treasure dig and Black Lagoon fishing. Let one of our face painters take care of your costume's
make up and create a treat bag at one of the craft stations. Show off your creativity by entering the trunk
decorating contest or your baking skills with a sweet treat donation to the cakewalk. If you're unable to attend the
potluck, we'll have food for sale. All proceeds raised will benefit the FoFKids Service League. The event is being
hosted and organized by members of the FoF Children's Council, lead by Youth Director Roddi Schoneberg.
Contact Roddi to sign up for your Trunk-or-Treat spot and other volunteer opportunities:
roddi.schoneberg@fofdallas.org
SCHEDULE:
WHEN:
4:00 p.m. Potluck at the park (under the pavilion)
Sunday, October 26 from 4:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
5:15 p.m. Carnival in the park
6:15 p.m. Trunk decorations contest judging
WHERE:
6:30 p.m. Trunk-or-Treating begins & contest awards
Churchill Park and Recreation Center
7:30 p.m. Festivities end
(6906 Churchill Way, Dallas, TX, 75230)
PRICING:
Trick or Treating - Free to all children, $25 for adults
Entry fee for trunk decorating contest, $5
Family Pass for mini-carnival (includes cake walk
ticket for each member) $5
Hot dogs, chips and drinks $1/each
Extra cakewalk tickets $1/each

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Looking to spread the word about your
business to other freethinkers? Talk to
us! We have sponsorship opportunities
in our monthly newsletter. In addition
to the printed version available at the
Gathering, we publish online to reach
an even larger audience. For more
information contact Chris Grimes:
chris.grimes@fofdallas.org.

VANQUINT, LLC

Design & Technical Services
John Pantzer
Owner/Electrical Engineer
john.pantzer@vanquint.com
www.vanquint.com
(O) 972.984.2660
(M) 903.720.4795

THE SKEPTIC SONGWRITER
Rachel Wilhelm • bellageek.com
CONTACT FOR BOOKING:
469.387.7168
rachel@bellageek.com

UPCOMING EVENT: SECULAR CELEBRANT TRAINING
Are you someone who wishes to join people in marriage, perform memorials or celebrate other
milestones, but without any religion getting involved? Then mark your calendar
for February 14 (Valentine’s Day!) when Reba Boyd Wooden, Co-Director
of the Center for Inquiry’s Secular Celebrant Program, will perform
a Secular Celebrant training session. Cost: $75. For more
information contact: Director-at-Large Eric McCutchan at
eric.mccutchan@fofdallas.org

