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DIVINE HIDDENNESS
AS AN ARGUMENT
Jesus said “seek and you will find,” but for many spiritual
seekers clear evidence for God cannot be found no
matter how hard they search. If God really exists, why
would He reveal himself only to some people and not to
all? “The Argument from Divine Hiddenness” assumes
that a perfectly moral being would want to enter into a
relationship with His creation. However, if that is true,
theism faces some trouble in explaining how genuinely
“non-resistant” seekers of God could exist. Justin will
share why we should understand this argument, how to
understand it and the best counter arguments.
Justin is co-host of the Reasonable Doubts Radio Show
and Podcast, and he currently serves on the advisory
board of the Grand Rapids,
Michigan chapter of Center For
Inquiry. Justin enjoys promoting a
friendly, yet firm, skepticism
toward religious claims. He has
lectured on the philosophical
arguments for and against the
existence of God and has
participated in many public
debates in the United States and
Canada.
Want to know more? Contact Justin at:
www.justinsweh.com

YOUTH DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEPTEMBER 2014

PROGRAM:

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEET THE BOARD
MAIN PRESENTATION
MUSIC PERFORMANCE
FREETHOUGHT KIDS
POTLUCK & DISMISSAL

OCTOBER
GATHERING PREVIEW
Join us for “Secret Identities
of Superheros” presented by
Dori Mooneyham. Dori will
talk about the intersection of
LGBT history and comic book
superheroes.
Have you ever wondered if
Robin was more than just
Batman's sidekick? What can
a change in a phone booth
teach us about coming out of
the closet? Is it a coincidence
the X-Men were the first
superheroes to feature a gay
wedding? Stay tuned and
find out next month!
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The Fellowship of Freethought's (FoF) Children's Council has met and is making plans in response to our
growing community's needs. Roddi Schoneberg, Youth Director, has launched the FoFKids Service
League, which provides volunteer activities suitable for children, and allows League members to earn
Sagan Stars to trade-in for a program t-shirt and prizes. Roddi also seeks volunteers to teach or assist
with child care and Sunday Gathering children's activities.
Also, on Sunday, October 26 at 5:30 p.m. there will be a Trunk or Treat fundraiser. Members can enter our
Spooky Trunk Contest, and treat our little boos and ghouls as they safely go from car-to-car surrounded
by their FoF community. For more details, checkout our Meetup calendar or contact Roddi at
roddi.schoneberg@fofdallas.org.

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

ABOUT OUR LOGO

Four petals make up our
pansy, representing the
different facets of our organization.
From
the
left
(clockwise)
Freethought, Fellowship, Friendship
and Family. In the center lies a
unifying representation of our
future. It is owned by all and serves
as a reminder that what we do has
an impact on those that come after
us. Together this union of ideas
creates our unique brand of
fellowship.

MISSION STATEMENT

To create a positive impact on our
shared world, our mission is to
provide a community that values
and promotes a freethinking life
unencumbered by the biases of
tradition, dogma, and authority and
that encourages people to live a
reason and evidence-based life
characterized by close fellowship,
ethical
contemplation,
critical
thinking, community service, and
the appreciation of scientific
knowledge and understanding of
the universe and our place in it.

August was a great month for our outreach programs at Fellowship of
Freethought (FoF). Our FoFKids Service League picked up momentum,
we donated almost $1,500 total to the North Texas Food Bank and, as an
organization, we reached level three in the Beyond Belief Network.
The Beyond Belief Network (BBN) is a program under Foundation Beyond
Belief (FBB), a non-profit organization created to focus, encourage and
demonstrate the generosity and compassion of secular humanists. The
BBN consists of a network of over 80 local freethought organizations in
over 60 cities and 30 states that put compassionate humanism into
action through community volunteering and charitable fundraising. FoF
has been a member since July of 2011 when we helped pilot the
Volunteers Beyond Belief program that later evolved into the BBN.
As a level three team we are
eligible for monetary awards
given at the annual FBB
banquet, more t-shirts and
we can apply for grant money
from Foundation Beyond
Belief for projects as well.
Thanks to all of those who
worked hard to help us
achieve our new status!
Melanie Clemmer - melanie.clemmer@fofdallas.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FELLOWSHIP OF FREETHOUGHT DALLAS
PO Box 191645
Dallas, TX 75219-8504

http://fofdallas.org
For general information, email us at
info@fofdallas.org. The directors
may be contacted by email using
[firstname].[lastname] followed by
@fofdallas.org.
For all things newsletter related,
contact Amanda Stofko at
amanda.stofko@fofdallas.org.
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WHEN DEMANDING REASON ISN'T REASONABLE

Guest Column by:

LYDIA ALLAN

DOGMA DEBATE

Demanding reason from people we deem
“unreasonable” simply isn’t reasonable.
How can we reach those with whom we
profoundly disagree on matters of public
knowledge—people who insist that their
private version of knowledge is the
“correct” version against the facts offered
up
by
biologists,
psychologists,
sociologists,
political
scientists,
historians, etc.? Philip Kitcher offers a
discussion on this persistent question
that arises among members of the

secular and skeptical communities, and
the answer comes from American
Pragmatist, John Dewey: cultivating
public reason depends on “lend[ing] deep
and enduring support to the process of
living.” What does that mean for our
community?
See the full discussion at:
http://dogmadebate.com/
category/bloggers/lydia

Daniel Gillis became a member of Fellowship of Freethought (FoF) in September 2010 after life took
him down a different path. The thing he remembers most is how the members treated him when he
first joined. “I was a somewhat shell-shocked new divorcee who wanted to figure out what I was
going to do after a lifetime of marriage and connection with the Mormon church. FoF was a place
where I did not have to worry that I was a non-religious non-believer.”

Volunteer Spotlight:

DANIEL GILLIS

Daniel regularly volunteers his time with many activities sponsored by FoF, including the
Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup and the White Rock Lake Cleanup. “I try acting in my limited way and
abilities to make the world a little less harsh and a little safer place,” member Daniel says. People do
take notice. Daniel says several people have discovered FoF through the Adopt-a-Highway signs on
Northwest Highway. “Several times I have seen people outside of FoF talk with us while we are
volunteering,” Daniel says. “People almost always express gratitude and interest in who we are and
what motivates us.”

Daniel's also lent his helping hands to FoF members, such as Director-at-Large Jamye Carr. “Daniel has become the
ubiquitous face of charitable acts within FoF,” Jamye says. “He is the smiling face who is always willing to lend a hand and is a
reliable friend. My daughter Lena calls him a superhero. Our organization and my own life has been enriched for knowing
Daniel. I have seen him spend hours picking up trash, setting up chairs, painting, packing, cleaning, teaching and entertaining.
He is an amazingly selfless person and my family owes him a great deal for his help when we needed it most.”
“FoF, to me, provides a place where people can practice community and giving without the worry of having to believe any set
of doctrines,” Daniel says. “FoF volunteering opportunities show the larger world that folks like me – non-religious
non-believers – do care and are willing to help make the world a better place.”
In addition to his volunteer work, Daniel participates in amateur astronomy and loves to hear the exclamations of others
when they see Jupiter or Saturn through a telescope. Daniel has built telescopes in the past. One was a 20" scope that gave
once in a lifetime views of galaxies and fond memories with his friends. Daniel works as a secondary teacher in special
education. He earned a Bachelor's Degree in Chemistry with a minor in Zoology. He has his Masters Degree in Computer
Science. Daniel has two grown children. His son is a prosecutor in San Marcos, Texas and his daughter is a Human Resources
Manager in Austin.

UPCOMING EVENTS

For more information and details
on our upcoming events, register
for free with Meetup.com and
check out our calendar:

meetup.com/fofdallas

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

FoFKids Service League:
White Rock Creek clean-up
at Valley View Park

MONDAYS (RECURRING)

Skeptical Theological
Discussion

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

AIDS Services of Dallas
Supper Club

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3

Feminine Fridays

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

Adopt-a-Highway road
clean-up

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
Philosophy Club

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11

Second Saturday Shoreline
Spruce-Up

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11

Star Party at Frisco
Commons Park

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
Pub Night

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19

Monthly Gathering

COCKTAILS FOR A CAUSE
Cocktails for a Cause returned at the end
of August to help fight hunger by raising
donations for the North Texas Food
Bank.
Don and Sue DeNatale opened their home
for the event, which is also Fellowship of
Freethought's (FoF) biggest fundraiser of the year.
Previous recipients of the fundraising dollars have included Foundation Beyond
Belief and Lone Star Ride Fighting AIDS.
Thanks to the generosity, thirst, and raffle, members at the event raised more than
$600. When combined with an additional $140 received through online donations and FoF's matching
fund, the final contribution was approximately $1,500, which will provide more than 4,400 meals for the
hungry
in
our
communities.
Interested in hosting a Cocktails for a Cause event? Contact Outreach
Director Jeff Elmer for more information at jeff.elmer@fofdallas.org.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Looking to spread the word about your
business to other freethinkers? Talk to
us! We have sponsorship opportunities
in our monthly newsletter. In addition
to the printed version available at the
Gathering, we publish online to reach
an even larger audience. For more
information contact Chris Grimes:
chris.grimes@fofdallas.org.

VANQUINT, LLC

Design & Technical Services
John Pantzer
Owner/Electrical Engineer
john.pantzer@vanquint.com
www.vanquint.com
(O) 972.984.2660
(M) 903.720.4795

THE SKEPTIC SONGWRITER
Rachel Wilhelm

bellageek.com
469.387.7168
rachel@bellageek.com

EDUCATION DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
We've heard your feedback: there's an interest in adding short musical performances. Anyone interested should
contact Education Director Janie Oyakawa (janie.oyakawa@fofdallas.org). Janie's also responsible for
organizing the monthly Gathering topics presented, and we're always
accepting suggestions. However, members who are subject matter
experts in their field are welcomed to share their knowledge with
the rest of our community as well. So, speak up! We want to hear
from you! For more information and details, contact Janie
(janie.oyakawa@fofdallas.org).

